
December 2024

Remembering the Faithful Departed on All Souls



Celebrat ing the Saints

On Saturday,  Nov.  2,  we gathered at  the church to gri l l ,  eat  together,  and celebrate the
Feast  of  All  Souls .  As we tradit ional ly  do,  we l i t  luminaries  on every grave in the
cemetery and read the names of  everyone buried there,  as  wel l  as  others  whom we love
but see no longer.  Our service was held at  the Outdoor Chapel  as  the sun set ,  looking
out over the graveyard.  

Clockwise from left :  Photos of  our departed saints ;  Lucas & Judy place luminaries  in the
cemetery;  cemetery ful l  of  l ight;  Rev.  El isabeth leads evening prayer



The f ish frying team

Dinner on the Grounds a Huge Success

Lots of  hungry guests

Excitement f i l led the air  on Sunday,  November 10,  as  St .  Alban’s  hosted their  165th
tradit ional  Dinner on the Grounds.  The day started with a brief  morning rain,  but  by
noon everything turned to blue skies  and sunshine.  Children enjoyed playing while  the
crowd dined on fr ied catf ish,  hushpuppies,  s law,  and freshly boi led corn on the cob.
Everyone enjoyed shopping at  the ECW Country Market  that  featured a wide variety of
beautiful  handmade art ic les  and frozen foods for  takeout.  Many of  the shoppers  were
thri l led to f ind a choice of  Christmas gifts  in advance.  The day also featured a raff le
for a beautiful  qui l t  handmade by Rev.  El isabeth.  The winner was an adorable  l i t t le
gir l  named Dorothy.  

A special  thanks to al l  who volunteered to contribute to the success  of  the day:  those
who drove to Yazoo City to pick up the fresh catf ish;  the men who set  up the tents  in
spite  of  the rain;  the women of  the church for their  organizat ional  ski l ls ;  Peyton Bryan
for public i ty;  Penny Freund,  event  organizer;  Judy Gavin,  ECW president;  the men and
women working the gri l ls  and boi lers ;  those working the serving l ine;  the women who
worked the t icket  sales ;  Ralph Mil ler ,  musician;  and Jim Drake who provided the golf
cart  for  transportat ion.

All  proceeds from the Dinner on the Grounds were donated to Lift ing Lives  Family
Shelter  in Vicksburg.  Rounded up with outreach funds,  we were able  to write  a  $3,000
check to Lift ing Lives!  Thanks to everyone who volunteered and helped to make the
event a day to remember!  



Judy & Cassandra at  the ECW Country Market

Dorothy won the qui l t  raff le  to benefit  ECW

Ralph Mil ler  entertains diners

The formidable s law team!

Guests  enjoying the food & fel lowship



Betsy & Lisa on the serving l ine

Harvey,  Buck & Penny preparing plates

Enjoying the beautiful  weather

Jim teaches Fore to drive



I  know I  shouldn’t  be surprised,  but  I ’ l l  admit  that  each year i t  st i l l  catches me
off  guard when some of  our neighbors put  up their  Christmas decorations the day
after  Halloween.  As I  write  this ,  the week of  Thanksgiving,  our neighborhood is
a hodgepodge of  some houses with pumpkins & mums out front and others  with
l ights  and giant  inf latable  Santas.  This  bothers  me.  If  you’ve been around the
Episcopal  church for any length of  t ime,  you know we have a thing  about
celebrating Christmas too early.  Specif ical ly,  our thing  i s  a  season cal led Advent,
a season that  begins four Sundays before Christmas and serves  as  a  t ime of
preparation.  

As I  walk around my neighborhood,  I ’ve been wondering i f  we Episcopal ians
aren’t  a  l i t t le  Grinchy in our grumbling about celebrating Christmas at  the
appropriate  t ime.  Maybe we’re  the ones who need to get  on board with an
extended season of  Christmas cheer?  Maybe.  But then I  think about what we
would miss  out  on.  Advent is  ult imately about wait ing and preparation,  but  not
in the ways you might think.  This  isn’t  about gett ing our gift  l i s ts  in order and
our hol iday part ies  planned.  It ’s  not  even real ly  about preparation for Jesus’
birth.  No,  there is  something much more profound for which we are wait ing and
preparing.  Advent is  the t ime we prepare our hearts  and souls  for  Christ ’s  return.
It  is  about antic ipating that  day in the ful lness  of  t ime when God wil l  f inish what
has been started,  when the power of  s in and death wil l  be obl i terated once and
for al l .  As such,  i t  i s  a  season in which we ref lect  on the ways in which the
kingdom of God is  both already here among us and also not yet  ful ly  real ized.  It
is  a  season of  longing,  longing for God’s  kingdom to come here on earth as  i t  i s
in heaven.  

When we think about i t  this  way,  we may wish we had an even longer Advent
season.  Or,  we might real ize  that  our entire  l i fe  here in the t ime in-between
Christ ’s  coming and his  coming again is  one long Advent,  one long season of
wait ing and antic ipation.  Yes,  Christ  is  with us,  and yet  we long for that  day
when we wil l  see  God face to face.  So hold on to Advent.  Even i f  your neighbors
have been celebrating Christmas s ince the day after  Halloween,  hold on to
Advent.  Advent is  where we hold space for  al l  our deepest  longings and where we
learn to wait  together for  God to make al l  things r ight.  

Elisabeth’s  Epist le







Prayers of  the People

Liturgical  Schedule

Wednesday Heal ing Service
The Heal ing Eucharist  wi l l  be at  6:00 PM on Wednesday,  December 4,  

fol lowed by a s imple supper

Photography by Carolyn Gent  Burton,  Beth Guynes,  and Rebecca Drake.

For those s ick or  in  need:

Allan & Joan
Allen K.
Anita
Bil l
Bi l l ie
Ceci l
Clarence & Betty
Dan G.
Dan H.

David & Melissa
Ed
Eva
Harold
Jackson
James A.
James W.
Jane
Jimmy

Kathy
Kelley
Krist in
Lawson N.
Leigh Ann
Mary Lou
Melissa R.
Mike D.

Mike & Nancy
Norma
Richard
Ricky
Ron
Ruth
Sarah
Steve 

For the departed:  Arthur Frierson,  Russel l  Quarles


